New format in the Champions League for season 
24/25 


New winds are blowing in the UEFA Champions League where a new layout or 
format has been introduced. We say goodbye to the classic group stage with double 
meetings and welcome a tournament with real changes. In this article we will 
outline what the new format will look like and what it will mean for club teams as 
well as the neutral supporter. 


Quick facts New Champions League 
Number of participating teams: 36 


Total number of matches: 144 (18 matches per match day; 8 match days in 
total) 


Match dates: 17/18/19 September 2024, 1/2 October 2024, 22/23 October 
2024, 5/6 November 2024, 26/27 November 2024, 10/11 December 2024, 
21/22 January 2025 and 29 January 2025 


Kick-off times: 18:45 or 21:00 


Group play is scrapped and 4 more teams get the chance 


From the 2024/25 season, the Champions League will undergo significant 
changes, with the current group stage format disappearing. Instead of the 
traditional 32-team group stage, which is divided into eight groups of four, 36 clubs 
will participate in a new league phase. This means that four more teams get the 
chance to compete against Europe's best. 


Draw - Introduction of league phase with 8 games per 
team 


In the new league phase, each team plays eight matches against eight different 
opponents, unlike before when they faced three teams both at home and away. The 
teams will face four opponents at home and four away. To determine which teams 
face each other, they are placed in four seeding groups based on the teams' UEFA 
coefficients (ranking), and each team is drawn to play two opponents from each 
group - one match at home and one away. 
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This change means the clubs will be pitted against a wider range of opponents, 
giving fans the chance to see top-flight encounters earlier in the tournament. It will 
also lead to more exciting and competitive matches for all teams involved. 


Champions League - Results in the League Phase 


The new format means that all 36 teams are placed in a common league. The 
results of each match will determine the final ranking in the new league, with three 
points awarded for a win and one point for a draw. Just like usual. A team will not 
face all the teams in the league like a regular league game. As mentioned earlier, 
all teams will be drawn against eight opponents each divided into four different 
pots. The pots are in turn divided according to seeding where the best teams end 
up in pot 1 and so on. 


All participating teams are placed in four different pots. Each pot consists of 9 
teams distributed according to seeding and each team will have to face two 
opponents from each pot. The teams thus play 8 matches against 8 different 
opponents. 4 home and 4 away games. 


The top eight teams in the league will automatically qualify for the round of 16. The 
teams that place between 9 and 24 place will participate in a playoff game ina 
double meeting to secure a place in the round of 16. The teams that end up in 25th 
place or lower are eliminated and also have no chance to qualify for the UEFA 
Europa League. 


In the knock-out phase, the teams that end up between 9th and 16th place in the 
league will be seeded in the draw for the playoff matches and will be pitted against 
a team that is placed between 17th and 24th place. The eight teams that win their 
playoff meetings advance to the round of 16, where they meet one of the eight best 
teams from the league phase. 


In order to strengthen the connection between the league phase and the knock-out 
phase and to increase the sporting motivation during the league phase, the draw of 
the pairings in the knock-out phase will also be partially based on the final placing 
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of the teams from the league phase. This means that the path to the final is partly 
determined by the performances in the league. 


Starting with the round of 16, the tournament will follow its current knockout format 
until the final, which will be played at a neutral venue selected by UEFA. 


All matches up to the final will continue to be played midweek, taking into account 
the schedule of domestic league games across Europe. The final will, as before, be 
played on a Saturday. 


What change does the new format bring to the spectator? 


The new league game will involve more European teams, giving fans the 
opportunity to see more top-flight games, place bets on their favorite teams 
through sports betting and also experience those games earlier in the 
tournament. 


The new format will create a better balance between the teams, with each 
team getting the chance to face similarly ranked opponents throughout the 
league phase. 


Every match becomes more important. The new league game ensures that 
every result can be decisive for a team's position right up until the final 
league round. Winning or losing the final match can determine whether a 
team goes directly to the round of 16, has to play in a playoff, or is eliminated 
from the tournament altogether. This means that clubs will have to prioritize 
each game in contrast to the old group stage format where clubs could 
secure promotion early, with several inconsequential group games to play. 


How does the new format affect European club football? 


The changes being introduced are designed to secure a positive future for European 
football at all levels and meet the evolving needs of all stakeholders. By clearly 
affirming the common commitment to open competition and sportsmanship across 
the continent, it has also sought to strengthen the domestic leagues. 
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As mentioned earlier, the new structure of the Champions League will give more 
teams, and therefore more coaches and players, the chance to participate in more 
competitive matches on the European stage. 
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